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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
Course: Research Methods (3412)
Semester: Spring, 2011
Level: BS
Total Marks: 100

Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1
(Units 1–4)

Q. 1
(a)
Explain the need and importance of research in functional areas of business.

(b)
Discuss the characteristics of good research, with example.
(10+10)

Q. 2
Identify and describe the steps in research process with the support of examples.
(20)

Q. 3
What are the basic research design issues? Why basic designs issues are important to consider before conducting the study and even as early as at the time of formulating the research questions?
(20)

Q. 4
For a marketing manager in a company, what would be the importance of research information in marketing of products and services?
(20)

Q. 5
(a)
What is meant by problem identification in research process?


(b)
Discuss research proposal with its types.
(10+10)

ASSIGNMENT No. 2
(Units 5–9)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40
Q. 1
Describe the characteristics of Qualitative and Quantitative research in detail. Also give their comparison with suitable examples. 
(20)
Q. 2
Being a researcher in a service organization, how can you develop research proposals on the following topics?


(a)
Equal employment opportunity


(b)
Impact of rewards on employees’ performance.
(10+10)

Q. 3
Identify and analyze scale construction techniques used by a company for business research project.
(20)

Q. 4
Being a researcher in a cellular company, how can you use observation method for data collection?
(20)

Q. 5
(a)
Discuss in detail the components of research report.


(b)
Discuss the characteristics of good report in research, with example.
(10+10)

3412 Research Methods
Credit Hours: 3(3+0)
Recommended Book:

Business Research Method, 5th Edition by Donald R. Copper, C. William Emory
Course Outlines:
Unit-l: Research Development


Introduction, Initiation of Research, Research in Business, Definition and Characteristics of Good Research, Scientific Basis of Research, Research Process

Unit-2: Methods of Research

Introduction, Vision of Research, Styles of Thinking, The Thought Process: Reasoning The Scientific Attitude, Understanding Theory: Components and Connections

Unit-3: Marketing Research


Realities of Research, Research Types (Experimental, Observational, Survey) Problem Formulation, Design Considerations, Investigation Preparation Focused Marketing Research (Product, Advertising and Behavioral etc)

Unit-4: Research Problem


Problem Identification, Research Problem and Proposals, Purpose of Problems, Research Benefits, Type of Research Proposals, Structuring the Research Proposals

Unit-5: Hypothesis Design


Research Design, Exploratory/Qualitative Research, Conclusive/Quantitative Research, Sampling Techniques, The Nature of Measurement, Measurement Scales, The Development of Measurement Tools

Unit-6: Research Proposal and Outline

Case study on Research Proposal Development on selected topics.
Unit-7: Related Literature Review and Data Collection Process

Survey Methods, Characteristics of Surveys, Personal Interviewing and Interviewing Techniques, Survey Instruments, Question Construction, Sources of Existing Questions

Unit-8: Data Interpreting


Hypothesis Testing, Tests of Significance, Analysis and Interpretation of data, Editing, Coding, Data Entry

Unit-9: Reports


The Written Research Proposal, Research Report Components, Writing The Report, Characteristics of Good Report, Reporting Techniques

Note:- In unit 6 the small groups of students will be assigned a topic by the Instructor/Tutor. Student will prepare a case in supervision of the Instructor. The presentation of the case study will be counted towards the Mid Term Test.
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